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I AM: THE GOOD SHEPHERD

John 10:11-14 ESV
“11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own 
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep.14 I am the good shepherd. I know 
my own and my own know me” 

I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD IF THERE IS A GOOD SHEPHERD
THERE MUST BE A BAD SHEPHERD

Ezekiel 34:1-10 ESV
“The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding 
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you 
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not 
feed the sheep. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have 
not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not 
brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness 
you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no 
shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were 
scattered; 6 they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. 

My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search 
or seek for them. 7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 
the LORD: 8 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, 
since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not 
searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have 
not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 
the LORD: 10 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, 
and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the 
sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my 
sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them.” 
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Ezekiel 34:3-4 ESV
3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter 
the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The weak you have not 
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have 
not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them.

Ezekiel 34:3 ESV
3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter
the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep.

THE SHEPHERDS BECAME 
THE PREDATORS

Ezekiel 34:10 ESV
10 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I 
will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the 
sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my 
sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them. 

GOD IS AGAINST
THE FAITHLESS SHEPHERDS

Ezekiel 34:11-16 ESV
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when 
he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 
them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed 
them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on 
rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be 
the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, 
and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
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GOD WILL BE THE SHEPHERD 
OF HIS SHEEP

Psalm 23:1-6 ESV
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down 
in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my 
soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Psalm 23:4
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

ROD – A short club used for defense and correction, 

to bring order, or to examine the sheep.

STAFF – A long stick with a hook or crook at one end 

used to bring sheep together, draw sheep 
near, or to give guidance.

Psalm 23:4 ESV
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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John 10:11 ESV
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep”


