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“Urban legends sometimes distort the positive to create a sense of 
intrigue ‘[Mr. Rodgers] having a very macho back story or being a 
ruthless killer is kind of titillating; it runs counter to what you’re 
presented as true in your day-to-day experience.’” – Trevor J. Blank

5 6



Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia

7

“The mark of the beast has received way more attention, becoming 
quite the obsession for many. (Beasts are loud and attention-grabbing; 
lambs could go more unnoticed and ignored.)” - Dr. Matthew Halsted
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Daniel 3:4-6 CSB

People of every nation and language, you are commanded: 5 When you hear 
the sound of the horn, flute, zither lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of music, 
you are to fall facedown and worship the gold statue that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 But whoever does not fall down and worship 
will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.

10

11

Revelation 13:1-2 CSB
1 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven 
heads. On its horns were ten crowns, and on its heads were blasphemous 
names. 2 The beast I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its 
mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave the beast his power, his 
throne, and great authority.
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“In biblical imagination, as in many other forms of literature, the sea 
represents chaos, death, and the unknown -- a place of separation from life 
and God.” - Mark Sayers, Facing Leviathan
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Revelations 13:3 CSB
3 One of its heads appeared to be fatally wounded, but its fatal wound was 
healed. The whole earth was amazed and followed the beast. 
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Revelation 13:7-8 CSB 
7 And it was permitted to wage war against the saints and to conquer them. It 
was also given authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation. 8 All 
those who live on the earth will worship it, everyone whose name was not 
written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 
was slaughtered.
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Political and Economic Power
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Revelation 13:9-10 CSB 
9 If anyone has ears to hear, let him listen.10 If anyone is to be taken captive, 
into captivity he goes. If anyone is to be killed with a sword, with a sword he 
will be killed. This calls for endurance and faithfulness from the saints.
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“At any rate, protesting ‘the beast’ and his ‘mark’ with threats of this world’s 
weapons is to fight the enemy with ways of the enemy. But you can’t advance 
God’s agenda with violence or with threats of violence. If you live by the sword, 
well you know. . .” - Dr. Matthew Halsted
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“In many ways, then, when a person tries to advance the kingdom of God by 
means of violence, ironically, they show themselves to have more in common 
with the beast and the dragon than with the Lamb. We are taught that, to the 
contrary, as Christians we overcome the enemy ‘by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of [our] testimony’ (Rev. 12:11).” - Dr. Matthew Halsted
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Revelation 13:11-15 CSB
11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; it had two horns like a 
lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast 
on its behalf and compels the earth and those who live on it to worship the first 
beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 13 It also performs great signs, even 
causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in front of people. 14 It deceives 
those who live on the earth because of the signs that it is permitted to perform in 
the presence of the beast, telling those who live on the earth to make an image 
of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 It was permitted to 
give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could both 
speak and cause whoever would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 
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Religious Power
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“The imperial cult was embedded in the cults of the traditional deities. 
Frequently the statues of the emperor and traditional deities shared the same 
sacred space, emphasizing their connectedness.” - David deSilva.
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“The emperor was often worshiped in tandem with the goddess Roma, the 
personified and deified representation of Rome.” - David deSilva
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Revelation 13:16-18 CSB 
16 And it makes everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to 
receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no one can buy 
or sell unless he has the mark: the beast’s name or the number of its 
name. 18 This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has understanding calculate 
the number of the beast, because it is the number of a person. Its number is 
666.
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Nero Caesar
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Deuteronomy 6:6-8 CSB 
6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your 
heart. 7 Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in 
your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a 
symbol on your forehead.
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Proverbs 3:3 CSB 

Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. Tie them around your neck; write 
them on the tablet of your heart.
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1 Timothy 6:10 CSB 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 
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1 Timothy 6:17-19 CSB 
17 Instruct those who are rich in the present age not to be arrogant or 
to set their hope on the uncertainty of wealth, but on God, who richly 
provides us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do what is good, 
to be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to 
share, 19 storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for 
the coming age, so that they may take hold of what is truly life.
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