
Matthew 5:1-7 (NIV)
1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
2 and he began to teach them. He said: 3 “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

What does Merciful mean?

What does Merciful mean?

• Showing or exercising mercy

What is Mercy?

What is Mercy?

• Not exercising the right to punish an 
individual for what they justly deserve



Mercy is a command

Mercy is a command

Luke 6:27-36 (NIV)
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone 
takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 
30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to 
others as you would have them do to you. 32 “If you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do 
good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid 
in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expecting to get anything back. 
Then your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and 
wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Are we really…

• Doing good to those who hate us?
• Blessing those who curse us?
• Praying for those who mistreat us?
• Turning the other cheek?
• Giving to everyone who asks?
• Doing to others what we would have them do to us?

They’ll get what they deserve

Ephesians 2:4-5 (NLT)
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 
5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, 
he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. It is 
only by God’s grace that you have been saved!



Are you merciful? Matthew 5:7 (NIV)
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 


