
Romans 12:14-21 (ESV)  
14“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in your own sight. 
17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
but leave it[b] to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Romans 12:14 (ESV)
14“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them.”



Verse 14: “…do not curse them.”

Verse 17: “Repay no evil for evil…”
Verse 19: “Beloved, never avenge yourselves…”

Verse 21: “Do not be overcome by evil…”

Verse 14: “Bless those who persecute you…”

Verse 17: “…but give thought to what is honorable in the 
sight of all.”

Verse 20: “To the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink…”

Verse21: “But overcome evil with good.”



Matthew 5:43-44 (ESV)
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’  44But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…”

HOW CAN WE LOVE OUR ENEMIES?
• We go to the cross

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
23”For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”

Romans 5:8 (ESV)
8“…but God shows His love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:10 (NLT)
10”For since our friendship with God was restored by the 
death of His Son while we were still His enemies, we will 
certainly be saved through the life of His Son.”

Luke 23:34 (NLT)
34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what 
they are doing.”



HOW CAN WE LOVE OUR ENEMIES?
• We go to the cross
• Allow the Holy Spirit to produce fruit in your life

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)
22But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, and self-control.


