
UNTAPPED

1 Corinthians 12:7-10b (NLT)
7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each 
other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise 
advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 
knowledge. 9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and 
to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10b He 
gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another 
the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to 
discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from 
another spirit. 
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WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL GIFT OF DISCERNMENT?

- A DIVINE EMPOWERMENT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT  

GIVES A BELIEVER THE ABILITY TO RECOGNIZE WHETHER 
A MESSAGE IS FROM GOD OR ANOTHER SPIRIT

SPIRITUAL GIFT OF DISCERNMENT

Matthew 16:21-23 (NLT)
21 From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that 
it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he 
would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, 
the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He 
would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised 
from the dead. 22 But Peter took him aside and began to 
reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid, 
Lord,” he said. “This will never happen to you!”

23 Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! 
You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things 
merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” 

SPIRITUAL GIFT OF DISCERNMENT

Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT)
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted there by the devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights 
he fasted and became very hungry. 3 During that time the 
devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But Jesus told 
him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, 
to the highest point of the Temple,

6 and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the 
Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And 
they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt 
your foot on a stone.” 7 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures 
also say, ‘You must not test the LORD your God.” 8 Next the 
devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and 
worship me.” 10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For 
the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the LORD your God 
and serve only him.” 11 Then the devil went away, and angels 
came and took care of Jesus.

SPIRITUAL GIFT OF DISCERNMENT

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT)
7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And 
don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.



HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND? THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BIBLICAL 
CORRECTION AND DESTRUCTIVE CRITICISM

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

Galatians 6:1a (NIV)
1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who 
live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. 


